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DETAILED ACTION 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following infornnaiities: In paragraph 
0015, it appears that "a side" should read -an end-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

The drawings are objected to because reference numeral 70 (paragraph 0037, 
line 5) cannot be located, nor is the signal disk. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claims 20 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 
20, line 1 , -at least- should follow "said". Claim 22 is objected to, since it is identical to 
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claim 10, and it is not clear which claim it is intended to depend from. Claim 22 will 
currently be assumed to depend from claim 13. Appropriate correction is required. 

Applicant should also note that the CN 21 52033 reference listed on the 
1449/PTO filed on November 19, 2004 has not been considered, as a copy of the 
reference was not received. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1,4-6, 13 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Young (421 ). 

Young teaches an operating device capable of use with a deadbolt, including a shaft 23, 
a shaft housing 13 having an opening to receive the shaft, depressions 88 in the shaft, 
and protrusions defined by the slot 91 of the slide 90 which engage the depressions 88. 
The device also includes a knob 1 1 and a key lock cylinder 36, and the up and down 
position of the thumb piece 93 of the slide 90 provides an indication mechanism of the 
condition of the device. With respect to claim 13, depressions 88 and the protrusions 
define the claimed "assembly". 

Claims 13 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nicolin et al. 

Nicolin teaches an operating device capable of use with a deadbolt, including an 
assembly 41, 26 that can be engaged to prevent operation of a locking mechanism bolt. 
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and the vertically extending position of the knob (K) in figure 6 defines an indication 
mechanism of the condition of the device. The device also includes a key lock cylinder 
17. 

Claims 13 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hart (940). 

Hart teaches an operating device as seen in figs. 11-17 capable of use with a deadbolt, 
including an assembly which can be engaged and an indication mechanism defined by 
the position/orientation of the knob 120, a key lock cylinder on the other side of the 
door, a shaft (126, 122), a housing 125 having an opening for the shaft, protrusions 
defined by the ends of the pin 128, depressions 132 and/or 134 in the collar 130, 
wherein the engagement between the protrusions and depressions may prevent 
operation of a deadbolt (column 7, lines 44-61). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be ot>tained though the invention is not identically disclosed or descrilied as set 
forth in sectbn 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sk\\\ in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4-6, 12 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hart (940) in view of Humphrey et al (090) or Moses (361 ). 
Hart teaches an operating device as seen in figs. 11-17 capable of use with a deadbolt, 
including an assembly which can be engaged and an indication mechanism defined by 
the position/orientation of the knob 120, a key lock cylinder on the other side of the 
door, a shaft (126), a head portion 122, a housing 125 having an opening for the shaft, 
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protrusions defined by the ends of the pin 128, depressions 132 and/or 134 in the collar 
130, wherein the engagement between the protrusions and depressions may prevent 
operation of a deadbolt (column 7, lines 44-61). Humphrey teaches a depression 44, 46 
in a shaft to receive a protrusion 40. Moses teaches a depression 37 in a shaft to 
receive a protrusion 13. It would have been obvious to modify the collar of Hart to 
include protrusions to engage depressions in the shaft, in view of the teaching of either 
Humphrey et al or Moses, as an obvious reversal of parts, the motivation being that the 
collar of Hart would not be weakened by the depressions therein. 

Claims 7, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hart in view of Humphrey et al and Moses as applied to claims 4 and 16 above, 
and further in view of LaLonde (71 1). 

LaLonde teaches a key lock used with a combination dial lock 41 on the same side of 
the door. It would have been obvious to substitute a key and combination lock for the 
key lock of Hart, in view of the teaching of LaLonde, the motivation being to provide two 
types of actuation which may be used with a deadbolt, as is well known in the lock art. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hart in 
view of Neary (901). 

The shaft 122, 126 of Hart moves outwardly of the door as seen in figure 14. Neary 
teaches that an outwardly projecting member 99 in figure 16 may have colors on the 
button 99 to serve as an indication device (column 5, lines 37-66). It would have been 
obvious to provide a color indicator on the outwardly projection shaft of Hart, in view of 
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the teaching of Neary, the motivation being to alert an individual of the locking condition 
of the door, as is well known in the lock art. 

Claims 8, 10 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hart in view of Humphrey et al or Moses as applied to claims 1 and 23 above, and 
further in view of Neary. 

Neary teaches a color indicator as set forth in the previous paragraph. It would have 
been obvious to provide a color indicator on the shaft of Hart, in view of the teaching of 
Neary, the motivation being to alert an individual of the locking condition of the door, as 
is well known in the lock art. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hart in 
view of either Humphrey et al or Moses, and Neary. 

All of the references have been described in the previous paragraphs. It would have 
been obvious to modify the collar of Hart to include protrusions to engage depressions 
in the shaft, in view of the teaching of either Humphrey et al or Moses, as an obvious 
reversal of parts, the motivation being that the collar would not be weakened by its 
depressions. It would have been obvious to provide a color indicator on the outwardly 
projecting shaft of Hart, in view of the teaching of Neary, the motivation being to alert an 
individual of the locking condition of the door, as is well known in the lock art. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lloyd A. Gall whose telephone number is 571-272-7056. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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UoydA. Gall 
Primaiy Examiner 



